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Introduction

This contribution is aimed at allowing the ITU-T H323.V3 recommendation to point to the ATM-Forum af-saa-0124.000 specification named Gateway for H.323 Media Transport over ATM. It gives the status of the ATM-Forum document and other necessary information in order for the ITU-T organization to officially refer to this specification in its H323.V3 recommendation.
1. Format Based upon APPENDIX I/A.5
Documentation Supporting a Normative Reference to ATM Forum Specification 

af-saa-00124.000

1. Clear description of the document

Title: Gateway for H.323 Media Transport over ATM

Number: AF-SAA-0124.000

Version: 0

Date: May 1999

2.
Type of reference 

The AF-SAA-0124.000 implementation agreement is referenced in a normative fashion within H.323.

3.

Justification for the specific reference 

As shown in Annex B/A.5, The ATM Forum prefers that its documents be referenced, so incorporation of the full text in the Recommendation is inappropriate.

This document specifies the ATM Forum’s implementation agreement for Real-time Multimedia Over ATM service including telephony, video-conferencing and distance learning based on the exchange of audio, video, data. It describes the access to an ATM network using H.323. The H.323 terminal can be on a variety of network technologies, including non-native ATM IP-based (Ethernet, etc.), and native ATM.   Carrying H.323 media streams over ATM will ensure that the media streams take advantage of the inherent quality of service of ATM.  Since ATM based networks are widely deployed by Administrations and Operating Agencies, it is desirable that a standard approach to inter-operation of H.323 based terminals with ATM networks be specified.

4.
Current information, if any, about IPR issues 

There are no known patent declarations against this specification.  An on-line identification of patent declarations is maintained by The ATM Forum at the following URL: http://www.atmforum.com/specs/patent_decl.html .

5.
Other useful information describing the “Quality” of the document 

The af-saa-0124.000 implementation agreement is in a final ballot process (expected to be published by the end of July 1999) and is widely available from the ATM-Forum public web site.

6.
The degree of stability or maturity of the document


The af-saa-0124.000 implementation agreement is stable and mature and has been developed in close cooperation with ITU-T SG 16.

7.
Relationship with other existing or emerging documents

Section 9.9/H.323 can not be implemented without the capabilities of this ATM Forum specification.

8.
Any references nested within the referenced text

The following are normative references within af-saa-00124.000:

[1] ATM Forum Technical Committee, AF-SIG-0061.000, ATM User-Network Interface (UNI) Signalling Specification Version 4.0, June 1996

[2] ITU-T Recommendation G.711, Pulse code modulation (PCM) of voice frequencies
[3] ITU-T Recommendation H.246, Interworking of H.Series multimedia terminals with H.Series multimedia terminals and voice terminals on GSTN and ISDN
[4] ITU-T Recommendation H.225.0, Media stream packetization and synchronization for visual telephone systems on non-guaranteed quality of service LANs
[5] ITU-T Recommendation H.245, Control protocol for multimedia communications
[6] ITU-T Recommendation H.323,  Packet based multimedia communications systems
[7] ITU-T Recommendation I.363.5, B-ISDN ATM Adaptation Layer (AAL) Specification, Type 5 

[8] ITU-T Recommendation Q.2931, Broadband Integrated Services Digital Network (B-ISDN); Digital Subscriber Signalling System No. 2 (DSS2); User-Network Interface (UNI) Layer 3 Specification for Basic Call/Connection Control
[9] ITU-T Recommendation Q.2941.1, Generic Identifier Transport
[10] ITU-T Implementers Guide for the ITU-T H.323, H.225.0, H.245, H.246, H.235 and H.450 Series Recommendations - Packet-Based Multimedia Systems
As can be seen from the list, all the references are to ITU-T Recommendations or to one other ATM Forum specification, which is the industry cornerstone for signalling of ATM systems.

9.
Qualification of referenced organization:

The ATM Forum has already been qualified for communication with the ITU-T per the criteria in Annex A of Recommendation A.4, and appears on the Director’s Action List on the ITU-T web site.  As such, items 9.1 through 9.6 do not need to be addressed at this time.

9.1  Objectives

9.2  Organization: legal status and secretariat

9.3  Membership

9.4  Technical subject area

9.5  IPR Policy



9.6  Working methods/processes

9.7  Document publication and maintenance process

The ATM Forum is responsible for on-going maintenance of its Specifications and Implementation Agreements when the need arises.  Comments on those documents, reflecting implementation experience may be captured in Implementation Guidelines or in clearly identified new versions of the specification that are posted on the public web site of The ATM Forum.  The ATM Forum recognizes the importance of having procedures for withdrawing specifications that may no longer be relevant.

9.8  Document change control process

Each revision of a given Specification or Implementation Agreement has a different identification number, so no confusion is possible.  All approved documents always remain available on-line. An index of the approved documents maybe found at the public website of The ATM Forum:

http://www.atmforum.com/atmforum/specs/approved.html.

A “Spec Watch”, providing the current work plan is maintained on-line also

http://www.atmforum.com/atmforum/specs/specwatch.html .
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